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'THE NEXT]
Yasunori Kobori
Chairman of
Takanezawa-machi Junior High School Students Overseas Study Program Executive
Committee
(Superintendent of Takanezawa-machi Board of Education)

It is my greatest pleasure that 2017 Takanezawa-machi Junior High School Students
Overseas Study Group has performed its purposes and safely finished its entire program.

This program is the third one this year and aimed at to further substantiate its contents
while using the past experiences, and the Group of this time could perform the purpose of
“experiencing culture, custom and tradition of a foreign country, sensing good points of the
foreign country and our country of Japan while comparing them with each other, and
heightening ambition and fostering practicing power of the students to make the best use of
their experience for their future lives”.

At the time of inviting participants in the overseas study group in 2017, we had big
difficulty in choosing the 20-limited number of members since as many as 50 students had
applied for. I think it was because the senior students having participated in the same
program positively had promoted its splendor to their junior. Consequently, all of the
applicant students had certain senses of purpose and I felt very happy and proud to hear
from selection committee members saying, “we found positive attitudes of all the applicant
students.” As the proverb of “Slow but steady wins the race” says, this program has
become more and more substantial one after another, and I feel it will be “Tradition” among
the second-grade junior high school students of our Takanezawa-machi.

All the twenty chosen group members strongly tied up could visit Republic of Fiji where

Southern Cross twinkles at night and engraved the experiences more precious than those of
the last year there.Warm hospitality of Fijian people, whose genes “Smiles” are said to have
been incorporated into by nature, has made all the group members grow so big.
I believe it the most meaningful activities for all the group member students that they could
have so many experiences such as a mangrove planting experience, a Nature experience in
the beautiful Fijian sea and on several islands and an environment conservation experience
to promote coral which their senior students of our town have continued, and that they
certainly witnessed the footprints their senior had engraved there and firmly left their own
footprints, too.

They say that Charles Chaplin who was ever called King of Comedians in the world said,
“It’s the next work!”, in answering to the question by a pressman of “What is the best of your
works?” at a prize awarding ceremony. It means “his next work will be the best of all of his
works.This program of next year will be more substantial than the one this year. The best
work of the program will be always and continuously “THE NEXT”, T do hope.

Now, I would like to thank you very much, Mr. Tetsuo Itoi, the chief leader, Ms. Yukiko
Ikeda, teacher of Akutsu dJunior High School, Mr. Takayuki Ohya, teacher of
Kitatakanezawa dJunior High School, ALT Mr. Kalawarevu Leone Gukileva and Mr.
Shigenori Kikuchi, assistant manager of Lifelong Learning Department of Board of
Education, for your leadership to the group member students.

At the end of my report, I heartily thank you very much, all the people concerned in this
program of Takanezawa-machi, Takanezawa-machi International Exchange Association,
Akutsu Junior High School, Kitatakanezawa Junior High School and others, for your great
cooperation in this program.And I thank you very much indeed, all the people concerned in
this program in Republic of Fiji and in Nadi City Office, for your very warm reception of our
students.
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[Getting Touch with Friendly People]
Leader
Tetsuo Itoi

Finishing the whole program as leader of the Overseas Study Delegation for
execution of 2017 Takanezawa-machi Junior High School Students Overseas Study
Program, I would like to report the following and express my sincere gratitude.

We have executed the Overseas Study Program in the Republic of Fiji with 25
members of 20 Junior High School students and 5 leaders during the period for four
overnights and 6 days on 20 August (Sunday) over to 25 August (Friday).

On 20 August, we left Japan and forwarded to Nadi Airport in Republic of Fiji
through Incheon Airport in Korea. It was about whole one day to Nadi Airport
after leaving Takanezawa-machi, and we safely landed on the land of Republic of
Fiji. Welcomed by the Sun of the Southern Country, the blue sky and clearest air,
all the students were excited without showing their fatigue during a long flight, I
believe. No sooner had we landed at Nadi Airport than all the people we met
friendly spoke to us, “Bula!”, “Bula!” and we were perplexed first, but as we got used
to 1t, we too came to say “Bula!” ourselves.

This time overseas study program started with a purpose of sensing good points of
the two countries, heightening the desire to make the best use of them for our lives
in the future and fostering the power to practice it by experiencing culture, customs
and tradition and comparing them with those of our country through friendship
exchange with the people of the foreign country. The contents of studying were
study of environment such as mangrove planting experience, planting experience of
seedlings of coral reefs and friendship exchanges with local village people and
students of local junior high schools, I think.

Our junior high school students were ambitiously taking part in the activities
with their own purposes. 1 believe all of them could feel under their skins
differences of cultures and respective good points of Japan and Republic of Fiji.
They may have been surprised to find on Mana Island Japanese people engaged in
the activities to protect coral reefs and turtles. We heard that those Japanese
people loving that beautiful nature and engaged in the conservation activities of it
would teach us anything about the sea of Fiji.

I think the students may have felt something important in their hearts by seeing
those Japanese people working hard with wills on that far away Southern island.

What impressed me most was the friendship exchange with the local junior high
school students on Sabeto Village. The students having different cultures and
languages were trying hard to understand each other and deepening their
friendship by being concerned about each other. I saw many students of ours and
of the local school hugging with each other with tears at the time of leaving the local
school.

I would be happy if this program would be an opportunity for our Junior high
school students having experienced this time overseas study program to find their
purposes in the future and to have ambitious school life from now on.

At the end of this report, I would like to extend my sincere gratitude to every one
of the families, the executive committee and the concerned in this program having
kindly given our Junior High School students the opportunity to participate in the
program.

Vinaka Vakalevu 4| sierm < y—smmre
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['Warmth of People and Environment of Fiji]
Akana Akutsu

I had two purposes for my participation in the overseas study
program of this time. One was to make me myself grow up through
communication with foreigners. The other was to study Nature and
Eating culture of a foreign country as my dream in the future is to be a
controller-dietitian. By making these purposes, I took part in the
program.

Firstly, I had anxiety about the foreign country, but on arriving in Fiji,
I was greeted to by the local people with a word “Bula!” and my anxiety
faded out right away with their voices and smiles. I realized power of
smile to warm a man. I decided to be such a man to make the people
around me smile by speaking to them with a smile as Fijian people. At
the time of exchanging friendship with local students, I tried to speak to
them with smiles and then they spoke to me with smiles in return,
which made me very happy, I remember. I learned that we can convey
our feeling without English speaking skill, so I thought I would try to
contact heartily with others.

For four days, we took an active part in Fiji, and I found richness of
Nature which we don’t have back in Japan when visiting Botanical
Garden, OISCA and Mana Island. By doing activities to plant Coral
and releasing a Turtle to the sea, we studied co-existence of Human and
Nature. As we were taught that to protect Nature and Living Things
1s to protect us ourselves, I thought that we Japanese should coexist
with Nature by protecting environment in Japan. I heard that Fijian
people brought up with rich Nature Treasure very much as they were
given their lives from Nature. I would like to follow their examples.

I would like to extend consciousness of importance of greetings and
smiles and co-existence with Nature which I learned in Fiji, back in
Japan as well as I myself will never forget. 1 will try to do my best to
make the best use of this precious experience I got through this program
in the future. Thank you very much, so many people having given me
such an opportunity to have me experience such a wonderful experience,
and I would like to live further with this experience deep in my heart.

1 5| SIRREID 1 Y —HAERE



(D14 Y—TChOEeZ@lL ]

R SODTREDHERBE UCEICT + I—DADHEETERNITE>TBCIX
Lz TRUDCEZBRELE UL,

T4 I—ICToTC—BYDICENZC LR HTENTHBHDTEDIAICEITNED
EUTF TS CREZRDUTINDECSETY, TORDIBRTENS, RITIFIA
EBRICKAICTDCENBBDCERAICERRETDCENTEH UL,

D4 I—=7TlE ILWTEZLELSSABREBERSETESNE LD PTEMCESZ
CEN2DHDFET,

1 DBIE. VIETODEATY, BAXZBICHT
BENTIE, O TARERBARZATRDICENT
T T4 I—DEIBEENVNEBTRENEETLT
NIBENCEZR2U. BROBTIICNASEFT TS
ISNRATTIENDBEZDCENTETH UL FE.
NFEDBIZKAEBRISEZTE D TNT, BTKNE
5. BECTULIDIRECEDRNARZRIRICRDICLE
DTS T—BDBNBICZDFE UL,

28 YIUNFNTOZEEDRKRTI, 16D
[FEEEBLUTCUNDNRBMETRNCENZIHD
FUE, LD L. B@PDS5RBZHFERCHIRARL
NENDBNZERTIENHDIEFZUVFH UL, IRITKD
T4 I—DFEERP>IVY RFU—-TEENITTCEITE
BNET, BRAODPZEDKEAXID B F > EFERE
BAC, BRECELECSETINE LI, FEWDD
D4 I—DRELCEZALSDIDNUNERINET,

EL<SADFEENZE LT, DB oIZC &R} T I—THNTRUCHIGE O TEE
DL, BRICHEBIZB O TENT CENTEDDTIEBNAEBNK UL, D5,
BN SEATACHITIENED ZRXREBICTEDIAICBENDXIDICEHUET, KT,
SEROEICCOIRETHRERLUCCEZENE DX DICHAIR>DIZNERBINET,

SRRBYv—gREReE (1 6



[Through Activity in FijiJ
Ami Iwatsuki

I aimed at feeling under my skin mainly the culture of Fijian people to
spend their lives by helping any other people each other as my studying
subject for the program of this time.

What surprised me at first when landing in Fiji was that the people
there were exchanging greetings saying “Bula!” even if they met each
other for the first time in towns and villages. So I realized it common
for the people there to make others happy.

In Fiji, I experienced a lot, but what remain most in my heart were
the following two things.

One is the activity on Mana Island. In the activity to release turtles
in the sea, I could closely watch large turtles for the first time and
learned that they cannot live in other than such beautiful and clean
water as the sea of Fiji, and thought about the fear if there would be a
lot of fish which would not be able to live in the sea in Japan in the
future. The sea water of Mana Island was clear and transparent, and
when I swam in it, I could actually see many fishes which I could see
only in the pictures, which became my best memory.

The other is friendship exchange with the students in Sabeto Village.
At first, many times we could not continue conversation without the
help of teachers. But gradually, I learned it possible to convey my
thought to them if I had strong intention to convey it even if I cannot
speak English well. Above all, I found Fijian students friendly and
their smiling faces splendid. Their smiling faces were more and more
happily than those of our Japanese students and made me happy, too.
I would like to see Fijian students again sometimes in the future.

Through many activities, I thought of possibility to bring back the
culture of Fijian people to live by helping each other, which I felt under
my skin, to Japan and make it alive here. Therefore, I will try to do my
best to be a man capable of helping others myself and making them
smile. And I will try to make the best use of the experience I had
through this program in my dream in the future.
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[Living Together with Nature |
Koki Ogawa

I had three purposes for the overseas study program of this time.One
1s to know culture, the way of living and Nature in Fiji. The second is
to keep communication positively and the third is to make friends with
Fijian people. As I am interested in overseas countries, my purposes
were to know various things such as culture, the way of living and
Nature in Fiji by going there actually.

What remain most In my memory through the overseas study
program are various activities such as cultivation of coral, release of
turtles having been protected and others on Mana Island. I like living
things in the sea, and therefore, the cultivation activity was a very
precious experience for me. The words of an officer saying, “It’s most
1important to watch the lowest living thing in the ecosystem rather than
the highest one to maintain the ecosystem of Nature” remain very
strongly in my heart. Up to now, I have been interested in only living
things such as fishes rather higher in the ecosystem and watching them
only in the aquariums and in the sea, but having known it important to
protect the living things such as coral and others so as to protect the sea
and the fishes which I like, I would like to experience the protection of
Nature such as cultivation of coral and others again.

What I have sensed through the overseas study program of this time
are importance of warmth of Fijian people and that to live together with
Nature. When I said “Bula!” at the time of friendship exchange with
students in a village, many of the people there answered saying, “Bula!”,
and earnestly listened to me who was speaking in poor English, which
made me very happy since, back in Japan, not many people return
greetings.l have realized importance of Nature by experiencing various
activities.

I would like to extend the importance of preservation of Nature and
keeping communication with many other people, which I have learned
through this time overseas study program, to the people around me here
in Japan, to positively take part in the activities to preserve Nature
from now on and to make the best use of my valuable experience for my
school life and for the future.
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[Warmth of Fiji]
Sayuki Onose

My subject for my overseas study program was to heighten my
communication skill and to improve English skill. I am shy and not
very good at being concerned with others, cannot get into the circle of
girls and mostly keep alone by myself. I thought it better to stay firm
by myself than to be flown down by others, but having thought it very
1mportant to be concerned with other people to work in the society in the
future, I started the program.

I felt warmth everywhere in Fiji. Firstly, the local people at the
airport greeted to me very cheerfully. It was the first time for me to go
overseas, but I felt Japanese people at Narita Airport and Korean
people at Incheon Airport on the way very stiff. However, even the
people at Nadi Airport were so cheerful. I was very surprised to see
only strange plants which we cannot see back in Japan. I was moved
so much by the very beautiful sea. Around the hotel, something was
under construction. It was why it had rained continuously for three
days, I heard. 1 found a difference of the weather, too. Then, I found
it rare to see in Japan the cheerfulness of children in the village we
visited on the last day.

What I felt in Fiji was that it was warm there. Of course, it was in
winter there in Fiji, but, the temperature there was the one in Spring
then and even the weather was warm there! The best was the warmth
of the people there. Even the people walking along the street greeted
back saying “Bula!” with smile when I said “Bula”. Especially the
children in the village were full of smiles and welcomed us with pretty
dancing. Even at school not perfectly facilitated, they were playing
vividly and cheerfully. Maybe thanks to such warm local people, the
plants, the sea and Nature were very vivid and cheerful, I thought.

Through this overseas study program, I think I have learned
importance of staying warm in heart and keeping smiling. I would like
to keep communication with many people and then to keep contact with
them with warm heart and smiles.
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[What Fijian People Taught Me]
Momoka Kikuchi

My subject for this overseas study tour was to improve my
communication ability by talking much with Fijian people. I could
have valuable experience in Fiji while being conscious of this subject.

It was my first overseas trip, and I could not sleep well with
expectation and anxiety during the flight on the airplane for about 14
hours. However, as soon as I arrived in Fiji, my fatigue was instantly
gone in the atmosphere which we don’t have back in Japan, and I found
myself absorbed in taking pictures. I could not hide my perplexity
when first I was greeted to with a word “Bula!” at the airport and I
replied only in a small voice, but while staying in Fiji for a few days, I
gradually and naturally came to greet to the people as Fijian people
were so cheerful and friendly and never failed to return greetings. I
think it was a point different from Japan. On the third day after we
arrived in Fiji, we went to Mana Island which I had been looking
forward to the best. It was a little far from the main island, and so we
went on a boat. There, I experienced the cultivation work to plant
dying parts of coral on concrete blocks. I had had an image of white
color for the coral, but the living coral was blue on its head part and had
something like thorns or spines. I had never touched coral before and
so, 1t was a very good experience. I got into the beautiful sea of Mana
Island, and found coral reefs extended far and wide there. I realized
and moved to find that all of them had been made by the officers and
workers of Mana Island, and I could take best care not to step on the
coral. There were so many kinds of fishes swimming around the coral
and felt excited to see them as I had never closely seen such many fishes
before. In the village Sabeto we visited on the following day, a Fijian
boy kindly guided me, and he patiently listened to me by my side even
though however poor my English was. I was helped many times by
smiles of Fijian people. I could make many splendid memories in the
splendid country of Fiji.

I would like to be such a man as Fijian people who can be kind and
friendly to anybody always with smiles.
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[Valuable Experience
Koharu Kurouchi

My subject for the overseas study program was to experience width of
the world by making thoroughly the best use of this opportunity by not
only studying about overseas but also conveying to the Fijian people the
matters about Takanezawa-machi.

The smiles of Fijian people were really splendid. The smiles were
their kindness itself. When greeting, they said “Bula!” with big smiles
and waved their hands. It might be just ordinary and usual way of
greetings for Fijian people, but it made me very happy. It also made
me confident. I could experience many other things there. One was
study of the garbage and refuse problem of Fiji at OISCA and
experience of planting of mangrove. Another one was that I heard
about the protection of the environment on Mana Island and
experienced cultivation of coral. In the talk about the activity to
protect environment, they told us, “As oxygen on land, we cannot live on
without coral in the sea.” Hearing so, I thought we had taken it for
granted by depending on many things. Then, I realized that we had
never thought of Nature.

Another one was friendship exchange with the students in the village.
I could learn pleasure and difficulty to keep communication. They try
hard to listen to me, who was speaking poor English. They also
supported me with gesture. We made playing tools with coconut leaves
and had meals together. I had been very anxious before going there,
but the students there were very kind and I enjoyed every activity very
much. But to be frank, I had so many things to tell them but could not
tell them satisfactorily because of my lack of English words. I would
like to visit again after having gained English skill much more.

Additionally, I would like to treasure smiles and kindness in my life in
the future. Thank you very much for your giving me such a wonderful
opportunity to experience such valuable experiences.
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[What I Learned in Fiji]
Wakana Saito

The subject for the junior high school students overseas study
program I had chosen was to firmly keep communication with the local
people.

What impressed me most was experience of coral cultivation and
release of turtles on Mana Island.

I heard that coral cultivation is done by planting top parts of coral
growing on artificial bases first and returning them to the sea after
checking their condition once. In the sea near Mana Island whose
diversity of fishes is characteristic, coral plays a very important role,
and therefore, the activity to cultivate coral has been done, I heard.

The release of turtles is the activity to temporarily protect the turtles
gotten hurt and to return them to the sea after they are recovered
enough to release, they told us. The turtle we released was named
“Momotan” and it went back to the sea cheerfully.

What I felt strongly in Fiji this time was that Fijian people are all
kind and friendly. They greet to anybody, saying “Bula!” with smiles,
which I thought was different from Japan. Every one of Fijian people I
greeted instantly returned to me greeting, which made me very happy.
I was a little strained at first, but the strain faded away gradually and I
came to greet to anybody with smiles without hesitation.

I would like to make the best use of what I learned during these five
days through the junior high school students overseas study program in
my school life and at the time of entrance exam of senior high school in
the future. I am very happy hiving studied a lot of things. I would
like to take part in the projects like this program again, if any.
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[Finishing the Overseas Study Program |
Kanta Sudo

I planned to improve my English ability and to find my dream
through the overseas study program of this time. In addition, I
thought I would like to purely enjoy my first overseas trip in my life.

All of six days experiences were fresh to me. Even the flight on an
airplane was first to me and the inside of the airplane was pleasant for
me. Fiji was warm both in the hearts of the people and in
temperature.What remain best in my heart among several activities we
did in Fiji were the activity on Mana Island and friendship exchange we
did in the local village. The sea around Mana Island was so beautiful.
I was quite moved to realize that the sea would become so beautiful as it
1s in Fiji if only we try to protect the environment. After the activity to
release turtles to the sea, to cultivate coral and others, I got into the sea
and was moved very much to see fishes swimming cheerfully. At the
time of exchanging friendship in the village, I had been full of anxiety
and had wondered if I could make myself understood in my poor English,
but all the people in the village welcomed and received us very friendly
and cheerfully, naturally I could open my heart to them. Then when I
tried to do my best to convey what I mean to them by connecting words
in my poor English which I had been worrying about, they could
understand me and I came to be able to converse with them naturally.
I could make many friends in the village. If I have another chance to
visit Fiji again, I would like to visit the village.

What I felt best in Fiji is warmth of Fijian people. In comparison
with Japan, Fiji is not very comfortable to live or livable, but the people
there greet to us saying “Bula!” with smiles whenever we pass by them.
Back in Japan, even if we greet to strangers, they rarely greet to us in
return. In Fiji, 90% of them greet to us back. In Fiji, I learned the
warm human hearts which we are short of in Japan.

I would like to come back to Fiji by spending my time in my present
school life, senior high school, university and society with warm heart
which I learned in Fiji and when I can afford to do so.
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[T Love Fiji]
Yuki Sekiya

My purpose for the overseas study program was to find my English
subject in the future by positively conversing with local people in
English. In visiting Republic of Fiji, I found all the people I met
speaking to me with brilliant big smiles. I, too, tried hard to converse
with them but sometimes could not make myself understood very well,
and therefore, this point has come to be my biggest English subject.

Regarding main activities in Fiji, we had various activities with the
local people. What impressed me most among them was friendship
exchange with the local students in Sabeto Village on the third day.
Although they were in the middle of long summer vacation, many of the
local students gathered at the school of the village for us and warmly
welcomed us. At the friendship exchange we did after arriving in the
village, we demonstrated dances of both countries. The students of the
village danced a dance called “Meke dance”. Music of Meke dance was
very much of up-tempo and very rhythmical. And they showed us a
ritual ceremony called Kava. They said that this ritual ceremony is
performed to welcome and receive visitors or for reconciliation. I think
in Japan people reconcile usually by talking with each other through
negotiation. I think it is in Fij1 to reconcile or solve troubles by the
ritual ceremony and it is a difference of cultures of Japan and Fiji.

Thereafter, we communicated with local students in English and
handed to them fans we had made ourselves and brought with us to
thank them for their invitation. The students having received the fans
seemed to like them and some of them began to use them right away.

Then, when we left the village, they saw us off, singing a farewell
song.

Through this overseas study program, I learned a lot about
large-heartedness, cheerfulness and kindness of Fijian people, and I felt
like to follow their examples and make the best use of them for my
future life. 1 am very happy having such wonderful and valuable
experiences with our group members.
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['Through the Overseas Study in Fiji|
Kosuke Takeuchi

I started to have this overseas study with a subject to improve my
communication skill by positively using English and to study Nature
and culture of Fiji.

The people of Fiji are all cheerful, kind and friendly. They speak to
us anywhere, saying “Bula!” When I was bewildered as I could not
understand what they meant in the middle of conversation, for all my
efforts to positively speak to them, they tried to explain it in easy
English with gestures, and then, I could convey to them what I felt and
meant. I felt keenly that I could enjoy conversing with them if I could
speak English better.

Differently from Japan, there were no skyscrapers in Fiji, and there
were many horses, cows, sheep and others on the road sides, and Fij1
was a beautiful country with rich Nature which I cannot express in
words. In Fiji, there is an activist group called “OISCA” to conserve
Nature. We actually experienced planting mangrove and others in the
activity they work. In addition, we could experience activities to
protect turtles and cultivate coral. In Fiji, they are doing many
activities to conserve Nature like the above, which moved me very much
to know high level consciousness of environmental conservation of
Fijian people.

Through the overseas study of this time, I realized in how favorable
circumstances we live in Japan and how important ordinary things in
front of us are for us. And, Fijiis a country kind, cheerful and living by
treasuring and respecting people and Nature. I would like to connect
this valuable experience to my future dream and life by making the best
use of it.

I am full of gratitude for the people having given me such a wonderful
opportunity to experience the above precious experience again. Thank
you very much indeed.
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[Learning Through Overseas Study Program Having Come to Be
Memory in My Life
Yumi Toyofuku

I decided to establish two targets of “dispatching as many pieces of
information about Takanezawa-machi as possible to the local people”
one after another while studying culture and history of the country of
Fij1 through experiencing the experiences which we can taste only
overseas and “acquiring as much knowledge as possible by experiencing
high English power overseas”.

What surprised me most first after arriving there in Fiji is importance
of basic knowledge of English. The official language at the airport and
in the country of Fiji itself was English and I found it very convenient
and possible to convey what I want to only by using easy English. In
addition, I found that Fiji is the country treasuring communication very
much as all the people there greet even to strangers they meet on the
streets. Through the environmental conservation program on Mana
Island on the fourth day, watching fishes and corals of variegated colors,
I found it very important for us to continue long the environmental
conservation activity which we did and have the people visiting the
island act for the environment by themselves to make the clean and
beautiful sea like that. What remains in my heart more vividly than
any others is friendship exchange with local students of the village. At
first, I was strained to get in touch with them of the same generation as
ours, but I was very happy that they received us with smiles. At the
time of introducing their school, they told us about the school in easy
English and with gestures for us to easily understand, and their
attitude to receive us always with smiles for anything was quite
impressive. Then I learned it more important to contact people with
the heart to convey what I want to than to speak English fluently.

Now in the future, I would like to spend my days by positively
greeting to any people with smiles by making the best use of the
greeting I have learned.
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[Special Experience |
Kyuichiro Ban

My purpose for this overseas study program was to find how to
communicate with foreigners at the time of participating in the overseas
medical volunteer group and to confirm importance of English when I
become a doctor in the future.

I found many stores and shops in Fiji and felt it convenient to live
there. Especially, I found it very busy near the airport and the hotel.
There were also many areas where Nature remains untouched and
looked beautiful. However, when night came, there were few
streetlamps and it got completely dark very soon, and I thought it a
little too dangerous.

Throughout the overseas study program, I realized importance of
communication. I lost my way on the island called Mana Island and
asked a local person the way. But I could not make myself understood
well in English and got bewildered a little. Then, the local person tried
hard to speak to me with gesture, and then I remembered the way and
could join my group members. At the time of friendship exchange with
local junior high school students, they positively spoke to us although
we met each other for the first time. I, who are so shy, could not
converse very much with them and I realized that I would not be able to
do anything overseas unless I positively speak to the people even if they
are strangers. In addition, I found it possible to convey what I mean
somehow or other even if the countries and languages are different.

Though I had been confident in speaking English and expected that I
would be able to make myself understood through the overseas program
of this time, actually I became so strained that my English became
half-babbling and went broken, and at the end, I could not converse
firmly at all. At the time of working as a medical volunteer overseas, I
will have to ask the condition of a patient and others myself. I'm afraid
that if I stay as I am now, even if I grow up. I would be strained in
speaking foreign languages and end up without speaking much, and
therefore, I would like not to be strained by positively speaking English
at the interview of STEP (Eiken examination) and with English
teachers at school.
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['What I Felt Through Overseas Study Program |
Rinka Konishi

I took part in this overseas study program with the target and
purpose of “extending my way of thinking and making the best use of
the program for my life in the future” and “mastering English”.

We had various activities in Fiji. Visit to OISCA, Mangrove Planting,
Activity on Mana Island and Friendship Exchange with Villagers.
Each of these activities was quite enjoyable and I had many valuable
experiences. At OISCA, I studied Eco-farm. At the farm, they were
growing about ten kinds of vegetables which are also popular in Japan.
They said that at OISCA, they were aiming at the sustainable and
durable society. In mangrove planting, I could plant many pieces of
mangrove. I am looking forward to them growing big. On Mana
Island, we studied environmental conservation, released a turtle and
cultivated coral. We named the turtle to release “Momotan”. Also, we
enjoyed free time on the beach. At the time of friendship exchange
with villagers, we were guided around a local school and we told them
about Japanese culture. As Fijian people were all friendly, we could
converse with them very much.

I think I could perform my purposes through many experiences.
Regarding “English”, which was one of my target and purpose, my way
of thinking or idea has changed a little. What is necessary in
conversation is not English skill but intention to speak and to convey
what I mean. In addition, I could newly realize good points of Japan
while learning many things about Fiji. I could feel with my eyes and
under my skin many things which I cannot experience in my ordinary
school life back in Japan.

In the future, I would like to be engaged in the service trade or hotel
and restaurant business which can make people smile. Therefore, I
would like to grow up further by making the best use of what I have
studied. And I want to convey to many people this valuable experience
in Fiji.
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[Finishing Fiji Study Program |
Hina Kobori

I took part in this overseas study program with two purposes of “to
study culture of other country” and “to improve communication skill”.
And, to perform these purposes, I tried to do my best to positively speak
to the people of Fiji.

I had many experiences in Fiji. I visited a village and studied about
Nature on Mana Island.During friendship exchange in a village, we
made Fijian Flowers together with children of a local school. The way
of making these flowers was difficult for me and when I stopped making
mine, a child named Maika taught me how to make it kindly with a
smile, which made me happy. The other child named Ima taught me
several plants’ name when I walk through the Village. When I spoke to
them, as I was not good at speaking English, I tried hard to speak to
them by using as many English words as I could remember. All the
Fijian people also tried hard to understand me, which made me happy,
too. I thought it important to try hard to convey what I mean even if
we cannot make ourselves understood in the language we don’t know
well. On Mana Island, we heard that they have an activity to treasure
the island. They have an activity to grow coral damaged and dying. 1
learned that coral is the base of the sea and because of its existence,
many kinds of fishes and other living things gather and live.Mana
Island has only 1% of typical Fijian food and they are trying hard to
keep it. In releasing a turtle to the sea, we named the turtle
“Momotan”. I hope it will live long and fine in the sea now and in the
future. I could study a lot and had a pleasant experience.

What remains best in my memory and strong is that Fijian people
contact any other people always with smiles. Watching their faces
with smiles made me happy, too. My dream is to work for the business
to contact many people. I would like to contact many people by
treasuring smiles from now on, too.
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['What I Learned from the People in Fiji]
Sora Komatsu

My purpose for the overseas study program was to study about
environment and plants in Fiji. I am planning to be engaged in the
study of plants in the future.

Through many activities in Fiji, the stories on Mana Island and
friendship exchange with the people in Sabeto village impressed me
best. On Mana Island, we observed a pond of turtles, cultivated coral
and swam in the sea. The people of Mana Island were protecting
turtles, increasing coral to make the sea comfortable for fishes to live,
etc. Since humans cannot live without plants and corals are the same
living things as fishes and humans, I found it very important for our
humans to help the plants and the animals. As the sea was very
beautiful and there were so many fishes there, I wished such beautiful
sea would 1ncrease in Japan, too.

In Sabeto village, we exchanged friendship with children of Fiji. The
Fijian children were all very friendly, asked us our names and birthdays,
asked us to play together and spoke to us very much, which made us
much pleasant and happy. Though I am not very good in speaking
English, the Fijian people tried hard to understand what I was talking
about. Through this overseas program, I realized that the Fijian
people treasure Nature very much and that they are kind people who
understand us, even if I cannot speak English well.

In my life in the future, I would like to try to treasure Nature as I
have learned importance of it and live without damaging Nature
thoughtlessly. Also, I would like to help the people who are in trouble
with smiles as the Fijian people do.
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[What I Studied in Fiji]
Hiyori Takada

My purpose for the overseas study program was “to change myself
even if a little for the future and with this purpose, I took part in the
program. For my future, I wanted to deepen friendship with the people
in Fiji by cheerfully greeting to them, communicating with them and
knowing the environment there.

Fij1 has the beautiful sea, and the people there were very friendly and
their smiling faces were splendid. The sea was blue, the weather was
nice and I found winter in Fiji and that in Japan were very different
from each other.We had an experience to plant mangrove and an
experience to protect the environment of coral there. When we went to
Sabeto, I learned warm-heatedness and splendid smiling faces of Fijian
people and importance of friendliness. Children in the village
slackened my tension with their wonderful smiles. Though I could not
make myself understood in English very well, I tried hard to tell them
willingly and earnestly what I wanted to and found importance of
willingness and earnestness newly. The farewell song sung by them
was so beautiful and moved us very much.

What I thought and felt in Fiji was that rice in Fiji is Indica which is
long and hard. Eating overseas rice for the first time in my life, I found
out delicacy of our Japanese rice. What surprised me most at the time
when I studied at OISCA was that they are giving children the lesson to
know importance of trees and making them experience reforestation,
which I thought was great. It was also great to see ten of their staffs
giving the lesson to teach organic agriculture by using its farm and
splendor of plants while taking care of coral and mangrove.

At the end, I would like to make the best use of the experience of this
overseas study program for my future and to greet cheerfully with
smiles in my junior school life. In the future, I would like to be
engaged In the business to make people smile, and so, I want to make
the most use of it for the future without forgetting importance of feeling
and the smiles I learned in the village. I could perform my purpose in
Fiji, so I think I could change myself a little. I am happy that I could
have good experiences through the overseas study program.
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[Overseas Study Program Through Which I Learned Importance of
Smiles |
Riku Takemura

I had two purposes for this overseas study program. One was “to
improve communication ability” I am not good at talking with
strangers I meet for the first time. I wished to positively converse with
the local people in English and Fijian language and with all members of
our group by visiting the friendly country of Fiji. And the other was “to
know the way of living and the life in Fiji.” With these purposes in
heart, I took part in the program.

How I felt at first after arriving in Fiji was that all of Fijian people are
cheerful and lively. On our arriving at the airport of Fiji, all the Fijian
people greeted to us cheerfully, saying “Bula!” Thanks to them, all of
my anxiety and strain faded away instantly. And I looked forward to
the program in Fiji.

After spending six days in Fiji, I found something similar to
Takanezawa-machi. 1 felt it as the place full of Nature as our
Takanezawa-machi. As I had not thought Fiji had such a plenty of
Nature, I was very surprised. In addition, the good point of Fiji was
that there are many activities being carried out to conserve Nature.
What I actually did was an activity to return a turtle to the sea and an
activity to plant mangrove. I felt that Fiji has such a plenty of Nature
because they are doing the planting activity. Watching the turtle
swimming away in the sea, I wished it would grow long and fine. And ]I
hope Nature will increase there from now on and on.

I learned lots of things through this program. Especially, I learned
importance of communication. At a junior high school in Sabeto village,
I could exchange friendship with local people with gestures though I did
not know some words. Important is to stay smiling. Talking with
cheerful and lively Fijian people, I was naturally smiling, too.

I had many valuable experiences through this program. And I would
like to tell the good points of Fiji to many people in my town, study
harder and live by treasuring the smiles.
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[From Experience in Fiji]
Yota Tokoi

Through this overseas study program, I learned importance to be
concerned with other people.

At the participants selection committee meeting for this program, I
wrote In my composition, “As I am negative, I would like to
communicate with local people by using all my power if I could go to Fiji.”
However, on arriving in Fiji, actually I could not communicate with the
local people even though I tried to do so positively. Therefore, I tried to
greet to them at least. Anyone of the local people was very friendly and
greeted to me with a smile. With this incident as a start, I came to be
able to communicate with them. Also, I am not good at speaking
English. It is difficult for me to make myself understood to them in
English, but I found it possible to make them understand myself by
using gestures. Thereafter, with nothing I worried about, I had only
pleasant things and time. Even in shopping and in asking anything,
with my poor English and gestures, I had no trouble somehow or other.

Through this time overseas study program, I have had something I
strongly felt. Omne is that I could do my best earnestly toward my
purpose if I had a chance or a clue even if it were small or a little in
starting anything. Another is that I can convey my opinion by only
using vocabularies or words in English. It is enough to use gestures if I
cannot make them understood in English. If they don’t understand me,
never give up but it is important for me to try my best to have them
understand me, I have realized. We will have Tokyo Olympic soon.
Then, many tourists and people will come from other countries, and we
may be asked questions from them. Therefore, I would like to make
the best use of my experience I got through this overseas study program
then. Believing this time experience would not be useless, I would like
to treasure it.
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[Overseas Study Program Through Which I Learned What I could Not
Learn in Japan|
Yui Murakami

I took part in the overseas study program with two subjects of “to
know about Fiji more precisely and minutely” and “to positively
converse with the people of Fiji”.

The local people were all lively, friendly and splendid. When I was at
a loss what to do and troubled, they spoke to me kindly with bright
smiles. I, who had been full of anxiety because it was my first time to
go overseas, was made to feel relieved very much instantly.

One of the subjects; namely, to know about Fiji more precisely and
minutely” was performed at a facility of a group called OISCA and on
Mana Island. At OISCA, we saw the local people making fertilizer in
the same method of “TANTAN-KUN” made in Takanezawa-machi and
on Mana Island, we could study a crisis of coral and hardship to
cultivate coral. I newly realized splendor of “TANTAN-KUN” and
could come to be interested in coral which I had not been interested in
very much before.

The other subject “to positively converse with the people of Fiji” could
be also performed.I spoke to many people where we went and made
friends with them. Especially, with Trisha whom I met in a ferry and
Beniana whom I met when we visited a local junior high school, I made
very close friends. I was very happy rather than anything else that
all the people there tried very hard to understand me who was speaking
poor and monotonous English only.

Through this overseas study program, I could acknowledge how
pleasant it is to converse various things with foreign people. And, I
would like to converse with many people other than the people in Fiji,
too, I thought. Additionally, I thought, I would like to be able to speak
to children by correctly catching what they are talking about when I am
conversing with the children.

I want to hold out more and more so as to be able to go to various
foreign countries by studying English harder.
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[Finishing Overseas Study Program |
Akiho Tani

I had two targets for the overseas study program.

My first target is “to study about Nature in Fiji”.

In F1j1, many animals and plants were living with human beings. In
Japan, most of homes buy their food for their families. But in Fiji,
animals and plants exist near the people and the life of the people is
self-sufficient mainly. I think we should increase our self-sufficiency in
Japan. There must be a lot to study from the way of Fijian people of
“co-existence with Nature”.

At the lecture of natural environment held on August 23, we were
taught “the sea is created by coral and the land is created by plants”.
Therefore, they say they are doing activities to conserve plants and
coral to protect the sea and the land.The sea created by coral in Fij1 was
very blue. “I want to make the sea in Japan the blue sea like that”, I
thought strongly.

My second target is “to acquire communication skill”.

The Fijian people were easily greeting even to foreigners and it
seemed to be a matter of course. I think it rare for our Japanese people
to greet to foreigners living in Japan. But, as the number of foreigners
living in Japan increases, I think it important for us to easily greet to
those foreigners and communicate with them.

In Fiji, I made friends with seven local people. I think I could make
friends with them because I positively spoke to them first.

Through this overseas study program, I think I could sense and study
various things. I will grapple with following two things. One is “to
treasure Nature”. By reducing refuse and garbage I myself make, I
would like to connect it to the environmental conservation. The other
1s “to positively communicate with others”. By greeting even to
foreigners, I would like to heighten my positivity.

53 | BIRREID « Y —HFE






BINERICT

54 | SIRREID 1 Y —HAERE



NEINKRESEICSIL T

jgREhs #em JME BT

FIES5 LNBER. ZUTWEDSAR, T+« I—DXISERKUIC 6 BE
TUIZ, BRRISTHEDIEN'T, BICENZRRUIZOIINGHEERRIE o7
EBNKT, 74 I—DARCZHENMNNDODBEROST VYA TEN<HBZ T
S0, FRUTWEEEBWEHULED ., IICHBRETE UL, BADS
ARLU TN ERDDAOBERSERREEDZRBTUZD, T1I—D
BOZEHAZATESOIZDUSH'S. HoENDEICEEMETH UL, &
BWISERBREZE D TNDDIITEHDEEAND, FTHEMWDHE
UBoRRZMCTUL, MO DICSULHOD DIZEE. BRINOMZERK
BLUTCVWEEVWEHZBA T WORED, LH UHEXIEITRDTI L5
LZzEKXUF U,

BINRESEICSNT DRIE. BNENIHTOMECNDCETARE
BARZEHDFEUIZ, LD L. IRCTESESZCIEBBICEEZT DHE
EHDEZR T, BEBULIE UL, WOENSOIIaTT—Y3VDARE
[CDONT, O TERDBZBANZHoOIECEE. HELHBICELT, &
FRARRICIE O CBNET,

COLDBBRICHEBCETICSNS B TVERRWIZC TINS5 REH
L2 UET,

SRRBY«v—gREReE (D5



[Participating in Overseas Study Program |
Yukiko Ikeda

It was six days when I sensed goodness of Fiji with splendid
Nature and warm-hearted people. Among various studies,
what made me sense it was a visit to a village and friendship
exchange there, I think.The people of Fiji warmly welcomed us
with Cava Ritual Ceremony and dances, which faded away my
strain immediately though some of our members remained
strained. While we were introducing to them various things
such as origami brought from Japan and Japanese calligraphy
and being taught Fijian plays by them, time passed in the
twinkling of an eye. Both we and they did not have rich and
sufficient vocabularies each other but we really had the
friendship exchange heart to heart. Toward the end of it, at
the scene where a farewell song was introduced, we felt our
hearts get hotter and were moved with splendor of the cultural
exchange heartily.

I had had great anxiety before participating in this overseas
study program because it would be the program at the place
strange to me. But, I was touched to see our group members
lively and positively up and doing activities at the local place.
There were lots of scenes where we newly thought about
richness of heart and essence of communication, which must
have been precious experiences for our group members.

I appreciate you from the bottom of my heart for your
allowing me to take part in such a wonderful program with
other group members.
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[Reflecting Overseas Study Program |
Takayuki Oya

Among various studies, the study remaining in the hearts of
students best may be the visit to Sabeto Village, I think. At
first the students were contacting villagers rather reserved,
but as time went by, their tension was gradually eased and
faded away and they could positively communicate with the
villagers. At the time to say good bye, some of the students
were shedding tears. Through this program, I, too, was
encouraged by the power of the villagers living cheerfully in
spite of a little inconvenience, and at the same time, it made
me think that Japanese may have lost sight of some important
things because they pursue only convenience too much. I
think the students could sense good points of Fijian people
communicating with each other starting with cheerful and
lively greetings, living by helping each other in one community,
living co-operatively with Nature by treasuring it.
Additionally, I think they have reconfirmed the good points of
Japanese people such as disciplined behavior, politeness,
attitude to earnestly grapple with things, etc.

At present, globalization under which a lot of people, things,
money, information easily move, has advanced. More and
more of foreigners and various cultures will be coming into
Japan from now on. I hope all of the students will live on as
members of the society while respecting the cultures here and
there each other and helping each other by making the most
use of what they have learned through the overseas study
program.

It was a short period of four days that we stayed in Fij1, but I
thank you very much, all the people concerned in this program,
for your having given me such wonderful and precious time.
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| Takanezawa Junior High School
Educational Tour-Republic of
the Fiji Islands- 20th- 25th August 2017

BRREALT ASTUTsUARTFLD

Ni sa bula vinakal

It is again my humble pleasure and privilege to be asked again this time to write
a few words with regards to the recent Educational Trip to the Republic of the
Fiji Islands.

This is year has been my third time to be asked to accompany the Junior High
School students to my country Fiji- For that [ am very thankful to Takanezawa
for the wonderful opportunity.

On the whole the trip was well organized and everything went according to
schedule. The students were excited from the beginning- boarding the bus from
Takanezawa to Narita Airport and then to Incheon Airport in Korea for the direct
flight to Fiji.

The program and schedule for the one week was compact- we were challenged
to wake up early in the morning for breakfast and to leave early to our places of
visit.

From visiting Fijian Villages, to Agricultural Research and Mangrove Planting
Programs at OISCA, Beach BBQ at Tore, Mana Island Day Cruise, Release of
Turtle to the wild and Choral Planting- all worthwhile experiences. At Sabeto
Village, the cultural exchange program between the Japanese students and
students of Sabeto Village was a successful one- students taught each other
their cultural arts and we were treated to a lovely lunch together- a memorable
experience indeed for the students.

Almost everywhere we visited the Fijian people spoke very highly of the
Japanese student for their good and well manners- especially in the hotel where
we stayed.- Arigattou Japan! Great country indeed!

The Japanese students and teachers had a wonderful time in all the activities
arranged and sites visited.

The person in charge of the travel agency was so efficient and was very
thorough and pleasant all throughout- Thanks a lot!

Thank you once again for the beautiful memories Takanezawa! Should there be
any other call in future to accompany for another educational trip to my country
I would be more than happy to assist.

Vinaka vakalevu
Karawalevu Leone Gukirewa
ALT Takanezawa
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[Vinaka Vakalevu |
Shigenori Kikuchi

Four overnights and six days blessed with good weather. At the time
of leaving Japan, confirming the weather forecast in Fiji, I was a little
afraid of rain, but except for one afternoon when we had a squall and
one night when a little rain, we were blessed with the good weather
during activities of our group members. I am obliged to the weather in
Republic of Fiji.

Cheerful and warm-hearted Fijian people.The Fijian people greet to
anybody anywhere each other, saying “Bula!” (Hello), and speak even to
the people they meet for the first time and begin to talk with them with
smiles. Such the Fijian people always have “Big Smiles” and
warm-hearted personalities. I saw many times the scenes of the group
members whose strains in hearts faded away with “Big Smiles” of the
Fijian people and stepped a step forward. I am grateful such the
warm-hearted Fijian people.

The splendid group members of Takanezawa-machi.The polite
behaviors of the group members were really splendid. About such the
splendid behaviors of the group members, I would like to introduce
some of the stories heard from the local people.

From a staff of the hotel: Japanese children were very polite.
Whenever we met them, they never failed to greet to us and at table,
they quietly ate food cleanly without leaving any. They are really
splendid children.

From an old couple staying at the hotel: Japanese children greeted to
us with smiles and at the time of meal, they offered to us their turns to
stand in a line. They are very polite and kind.

The behaviors of the group members are those acquired in the habit of
doing as Japanese, but the local people very highly estimated them. I
felt it had come to be a very good opportunity for the group members to
newly realize splendor of politeness and manners of Japanese. I am
grateful to the splendid group members.

At the end of this report, I thank you very much indeed, all the people
concerned having made efforts to carry out this “Takanezawa-machi
Junior High School Students Overseas Study Program”, the group
members having participated in the program and their families.
“Vinaka Vakalevu” (“Thank you very much” in Japanese)
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