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Baton Passed Long”

Yasunori Kobori

Chairman of”

Takanezawa-machi Junior High School students Overseas Study Program Executive
Committee

(Superintendent, Takanezawa-machi Board of Education)

It is my greatest pleasure that 2016 Takanezawa-machi Junior High School Students
Overseas Study Group has performed its purposes and safely finished its entire program.

This program reopened last year after seven years and could perform the purpose of
“experiencing culture, custom and tradition of a foreign country, sensing good points of the
foreign country and our country of Japan while comparing them, and heightening ambition
and fostering practicing power of the students to make the best use of their experience for
their future lives” in cooperation with many of the citizens and people concerned in our
town of Takanezawa.

At the time of inviting participants in the overseas study group in 2016, thanks to many
of the third grade Junior High School students, who had been in the 2015 overseas study
group and had positively promoted the program to invite many students, we had too many
applicants much more than expected. As those too many applicants may have heard the
wonderful experiences from their senior students, their senses of purpose were so pure and
precise and it was extremely difficult for us to choose the limited members of participants.
We are now very sorry for the students who could not be in the group members this time.
However, we felt relieved to hear the words of “Now all of the applicant students are already
our fellow students. No matter who would be chosen, we would firmly assist and cheer the
chosen students.” at the time of interview.

Consequently, all the twenty chosen group members strongly tied up as mentioned above
could visit Republic of Fiji called “A crossroad in the South Pacific” by engraving the
experiences more precious than those of last year there.

Warm hospitality of Fijian people whose genes “Smiles” are said to have been
incorporated into by nature, has made all the group members grow so big.

I believe it the most meaningful activities for all the group member students that they
could have so many experiences such as a mangrove planting experience, a Nature
experience in the beautiful Fijian sea and on several islands and an environment
conservation experience to protect coral. This time, they could introduce to the local people
“yosakoi-soran” and “origami” which they had practiced hard at the prior training so as to
have them know dJapanese culture. 1 believe such cultural exchange would be an
important activity. During “2020 Tokyo Olympic”, of course, not only Fijian people but also
many people from other foreign countries would visit our town of Takanezawa. Then, we
would have to be able to grandly introduce our Japanese culture to those people. I do hope
many talented men capable of working throughout the world by passing the baton passed
down from the senior to the junior will have been raised up by that time.

Now, I would like to thank you very much, Mr. Toshio GOMIBUCHI, the chief leader, Mr.
Yuki OKADA, teacher of Akutsu Junior High School, Mr. Shohei KOBAYASHI, teacher of
Kitatakanezawa dJunior High School, ALT Mr. Kalawalevu Leone Gukileva and Mr.
Shigenori KIKUCHI, assistant manager of Lifelong Learning Department of Board of
Education, for your leadership to the group member students.

At the end of my report, I heartily thank you very much, all the people concerned in this
program of Takanezawa-machi, Takanezawa-machi International Exchange Association,
Akutsu Junior High School, Kitatakanezawa Junior High School and others, for your great
cooperation in this program.

And I thank you very much indeed, all the people concerned in this program in Republic
of Fiji and in Nadi City Office, for your very warm reception of our students.
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“{Bula!}, And After Encountering {Big Smiles} of Fijians”
Toshio Gomibuchi
Chief Leader of’
2016 Takanezawa-machi Junior High School Students’ Overseas Study Group
(Schoolmaster of Takanezawa-machi Kita-Takanezawa Junior High School)

Firstly, I would like to express my sincere gratitude for the most successful performance
of the 2016 Takanezawa-machi Junior High School Students’ Overseas Study Group having
safely come back home.

Now, the group leaders including myself faced the day of departure, August 21 (Sunday),
with a little anxiety (because there were no days when all the 20 students attended at the
three-times prior training classes), after checking and confirming faces, behaviors and
characters of all the group members.

Hereby, please let me write three points about the things I felt from the eyes of the group
leader during the six days Takanenezawa-machi Junior High School Students’ Overseas
Study Program (hereinafter called “Overseas Study”).

The first point is about attitudes and postures of the group members to co-work. It was
for the first time that most of the group members went abroad. However careful attentions
we pay, unexpected affairs and incidents would occur.

In the morning on the third day, an incident occurred. Some members did not appear at
the gathering time for breakfast, and there was no answer even when we called them by the
room telephones. We continued to call and at last heard sleepy voices---. Asking those
students for the reasons to have been late, we found them just those allowable and
forgivable if in Japan. However, it was in a foreign country, Fiji. I told them to apologize
to their friends already having gathered well before the gathering time. Mr. Kikuchi
advised all of the members by saying, “We are in a foreign country here. Let’s never fail to
observe promises and rules.” Thereafter, there were no students given warning.

The second point is this time program (schedule or itinerary). There were so many
contents in the program such as the English language study, the study to meet Fijian people
and to contact culture there, the exchange study with local Junior High School students, the
study and experience of global environment (pollution), etc. All the member students
could have valuable experiences in the program.

The third point is that we could meet Fijian people said to have “Smiles” the most
beautiful in the world. The Fijian people showing “Big Smiles”, brilliant smiles, to all the
people they meet were really impressive. Day after day, all of our member students began
to show more and more of their smiles and came to be Happiness itself by meeting the
Fijian people having a culture of “All the people of the village and the island are relatives”.
All the students having experienced this time Overseas Study Program, I believe, have
extended their global view-fields and have been stirred up their ambition about the
language study. I do expect them to surely display their power for our town, our prefecture,
Japan and the world in the future.

At the end of this report, I hereby express my sincere gratitude to everybody of
Takanezawa-machi, Town Assembly, Town Education Board, Town International Exchange
Association and others, for your kindly giving us so wonderful an opportunity.
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“After Participating In Overseas Study Program”
Yu Ezure

I had a plan to improve my English ability and to exchange friendship
with local people in Fiji and to make the best use of the result for my
future dream to be a cast of Disney. Additionally, I was planning to
experience the priceless experience of mangrove planting and protection
of sea turtles.

I did many things during this six days study. On the first day, I flew
for about 12 hours from Narita Airport to Fiji. A long flight on the
airplane was quite tiring, but the fatigue was blown off as soon as the
plane landed on Fiji. The sign boards written in English and crossing
words in English were all very fresh to me. On the third day, I went to
Sabeto District School. I was surprised to find that elementary school
first grade pupils to junior high school second grade students go to that
same school together, which is different from the system in Japan. At
that school, we enjoyed making glasses and bags of coconut leaves
together with the local students of the same ages as ours. The local
students were all friendly and we soon made friends with each other.
On the fourth day, we went to a detached island called Mana Island and
studied ecology of sea turtle protection and coral cultivation. The sea
was so beautiful and we saw many colorful fishes. I wished such
beautiful sea in Fiji would remain as it is for tens of years from now on.
On the fifth day, we studied the rubbish problem and environmental
pollution at OISCA. OISCA 1is an organization carrying out
international agricultural development, environmental conservation
and talented-man fostering. In the afternoon, we planted mangrove on
the sand beach. It was because we could decrease CO2 and prevent
destruction of the ecosystem. I hope the seedlings we all planted would
grow big and tall. After experiencing many of those various things, we
have come back home to Japan.

Through this overseas study program, I have come to want to
improve my English ability further, because I could not speak English
well enough as I had expected when I conversed with everyone at the
local school. I could not express well in English words what I wanted
to say even though I knew it in my head. I regretted I hadn’t studied
English hard enough, which was a very good lesson to me. In such an
international society as the present one, I have realized importance of
study.
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“Through Experience In Fiji”
Aol Endo

I had two purposes for this time overseas study program. One was to
positively speak English and Fijian language so as to improve my
English ability and communication power, and the other was to know
culture of Fiji and to convey Japanese culture well. With these two
purposes in heart, I could perform my activities for six days.

Over there in Fiji, we visited a local school, went to Mana Island to
protect sea turtles and had valuable experiences. Especially, I found
two important things.

One was that many of Fijian people are friendly and kind. On
arriving at Fiji, I was spoken to by them with the word “Bula!” in a
bright voice and with a big smile. While our shopping, they kindly
taught us with gesture so that we could understand.

The other one was that we have more and more subjects to solve in
Fiji. For example, the food problem is one subject. The climate in Fiji
1s unstable and therefore, they often have decrease of harvest.
Another subject is a rubbish problem. They don’t classify the rubbish
as in Japan and leave it as it is, which is said to be a serious problem in
that island country.

I made friends with a child called “Ima-chan” at the local school. 1
taught her “Ima” means “Now” in English, which she was very
surprised to hear.

I could think about a word “Kan” in Japanese through this overseas
study program. “Kansha” (Gratitude), “Kangeki” (Emotion) and
“Kando” (Excitement). I would like to say words of thanks to all of the
people I was obliged to. I would like to tell all of my experiences to
many other people and want them to know that Fiji is a very good
country. At the same time, I would like to make the best use of these
experiences for my school life and in future.
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“What I Found In Fij1”
Fuka Ohgane

I roughly divided my subjects into three by way of thinking of my
feeling of gratitude “to participate in this overseas study program”.
The first one was to punctually act. The second one was to ambitiously
take part in the activity in the local country. And the third one was not
to forget the feeling of gratitude to the people giving me such an
opportunity.

Any of the activities in the local country was a very precious
experience for me. KEspecially the activity remaining in my heart best
1s that I went to a local school and studied an environmental problem.
It was during this activity that I conversed with children in the foreign
country for the first time. The school students were all cheerful and
kind. They tried to quite earnestly listen to my poor English bad in
pronunciation. I realized it possible for us to understand each other
well even by using bodies and hands. They, the local people, all saw
our “soran-bushi” and we saw their Fiji dances, which made me think
“that’s what may be the cultural exchange!”. In addition, I was
impressed and moved by the Fijian children kindly letting us stand in a
line in advance of them at the time of luncheon. At the time of
studying the environmental problem, I thought that’s what “the one we
can do in cooperation in the world.” In Japan, we have our Japanese
environmental problem and in foreign countries, they have their own
environmental problems, and the whole of those problems cannot be
solved without our cooperation with each other. It had been my
understanding that the decrease of sea turtles was a problem of Japan
only and therefore, I was surprised to hear a story of their same
problem as ours.

I think this activity quite meaningful. It is because I could study
not only the problems of Fiji but also those of Japan by actually visiting
Fiji. I was full of anxiety before visiting there, but I think I could
pleasantly and safely perform the study program, thanks to my fellow
colleagues going there together and the cheerful and kind local people.

Fij1 was really an excellent country. There were, however, many
problems such as the environmental problem. I was made to decide to
be a man capable of solving those problems. Thank you very much
indeed for the precious six days.
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“What I Learned In Fiji”
Rinko Kobayashi

I decided my subject “To find out good points of Japan and Fiji by
making contact with culture and history of the local country of Fiji and
deepening the thought of mine myself’ before leaving for the overseas
study program. Knowing the name of Fiji but not what Fiji is like at
all, I was looking forward to finding as many good points of Fiji by
deciding my purpose in heart.

Actually in Fiji, I found many good points of Fiji . First, the local
people were very cheerful and many of them were large-hearted.
Walking along the streets, I found them greeting cheerfully to me,
saying “Bula!” with smiles, which naturally made me smile. Visiting
the local school, I found local children welcome us cheerfully, which
made us very happy. We fully enjoyed the time there by playing
Japanese plays together, doing “origami” and others together, reversely
being taught Fijian hand-plays and others. Also, I found them taking
great care of Nature. Visiting a detached island called Mana Island,
we heard a story from a man protecting sea turtles. Knowing it very
hard to keep the sea clean and clear, I newly found him great and
respectable. We also had a precious and great experience of actually
releasing sea turtles to the sea and cultivating coral. And on another
day, we had an experience of mangrove planting. I heard that when a
typhoon attacked Fiji, the mangrove protected the villagers from it.
We planted mangrove with a hope that the mangrove would be useful
for somebody someday although it would take a long time for it to grow
large. The time I spent in Fiji has become my good memory in my life.

I would like to be a man capable of clearly conveying my own idea and
feeling to others with bright and thoughtful spirits as those of Fijian
people by making the best use of these experiences. Thank you very
much, all the people that gave me such a precious and wonderful
opportunity to experience many things mentioned above.
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“Activity To Protect Nature”
Himari Saito

I think I could study many things through this time “Overseas Study
Program”.

I had mainly two purposes to participate in this study program. One
purpose was “To improve my communication ability”. It was because I
wanted to correct my character of being unable to positively speak
English from myself to a character of being able to positively speak it by
improving English conversation power. The second one was “to know
culture and the way of living of a country different from Japan and its
environmental problem”. Especially it was because I wanted to do an
activity to protect Nature which I can do by studying the problem of
coral about the environment. I participated in the study program with
these two purposes.

Out of the activities we did in Fiji, the activities to protect sea turtles
and coral and the activity of OISCA have remained in my heart.
Firstly, I would inform you about the protection and cultivation of sea
turtles and coral which we did on Mana Island.On Mana Island, they
are doing an activity to protect hurt sea turtles and to release cured and
healthy ones to the sea. I took part in the activity to release sea turtles
to the sea. The sea turtles seen off by many tourists and staffs and
released back to the sea were all so lively that I realized how busily and
hard the people working to protect them are taking care of the turtles.
In the cultivation of coral, they were doing an activity to insert small
chips of coral in small drilled holes on a hardened concrete thing, to put
them out at the sunny place when it was fine and to return the a little
bigger grown-up ones to the sea. By touching the coral for the first
time, I found it harder and rougher than expected. Secondly, I would
inform you about an activity of OISCA. OISCA is an activity
organization to protect Nature such as agricultural training and
mangrove planting. It is said that “Garbage Composting” is the subject
from now on as classification of rubbish and garbage is not widely
known in Fiji.

I felt, however, the height of consciousness of the people in Fiji “to
treasure Nature” through this time study. I think it impossible to
make the clear and beautiful sea without many people ready to protect
Nature. I would like to make the best use of what I have studied to
minimize the environmental problems by extending it to the people
around me.
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“Through The Overseas Study Program In Fij1”
Marin Suitsu

I had three purposes this time. One was to study typical culture of
Fiji. The second was to experience Nature, which is impossible to taste
in Japan. The last one was to communicate with various people. 1
started to participate in the overseas study group with these three
purposes.

Actually visiting there in Fiji, I found not a few parts underdeveloped,
different from Japan, in Fiji. However, what was splendid above all
there was Nature. It was really the first time for me to make contact
with Nature so much. The forest and the sea were too splendid to
express with words. The forest was telling us history of Fiji and the
sea was clear and transparent, so beautiful and wonderful, which we
can never see in Japan. All of them were what I saw for the first time
in life and full of surprise. On the other hand, I learned that Fiji, too,
was troubled with an environmental problem. The sea would be
contaminated with anti-sun cream and lotion, rubbish and garbage.
Fiji had a lot of problems such as food problems, rise of the sea level and
natural disasters of flood and others.

I have learned many things by visiting Fiji. Best of all, in snorkeling
in the sea which I had been especially looking forward to, I could have a
wonderful experience to see many fishes. I studied a lot by making
contact with and talking with many people and seeing and learning the
typical culture and close-at-home living custom there.

I would like to make the best use of these experiences in Fiji for my
daily life in the future. I should believe the experiences in Fiji would
be the very big power in making contact with more and more people in
my daily life in the future. And therefore, I would like to make the
most use of what I have learned this time as the first step to make my
future dream come true.
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“Far And Near Nature”
Honami Tsutsumi

This time, I could very deeply learn about Nature through the
overseas study program in Republic of Fiji. I have summed up my
subject “To think about the environmental protection” with my
experience.

At Botanical Garden where I went on the first day, they were doing an
activity to create and foster places where vegetation and living things
can live to protect Nature. In the garden, we could see not only flowers
but also fruit plants such as pineapples, aloe, bananas, and others. I
felt that Nature is being protected by an activity to “foster” something.

On the third day, we did an activity to protect sea turtles on Mana
Island. On Mana Island, they were positively protecting the injured
turtles and baby turtles in a protection facility and releasing them to
the sea. This time, we named one turtle “Tan Tan” and released it to
the sea. I thought this activity would be quite helpful for the turtles to
keep their specie rather than to leave their descendants.

On the fourth day, the last day, we studied agricultural training at
OISCA. There, they were raising edible farm products, livestock and
others. Among my study of agriculture there, I saw them plowing a
farm by using two cows. Looking at them, I thought it just like in
Japan in the ancient times when there were no machines. In Japan at
present, they are mostly using machines for farming, but thinking of
easiness of agricultural work, I think the way of thinking about wisdom
resembles anywhere.

Thereafter, we did a mangrove planting activity with villagers. It is
said that planting mangrove is effective to prevent global warming.
We could see a lot of mangroves already planted and grown up taller
before we planted. I hope the mangroves we planted would grow big.

Through various experiences of this time, I was made to think about
thoughtfulness of Nature. All the living things keep the balance on the
earth, and therefore, I think that problems and expectation are waiting
for us to destroy or to protect it by our activity.
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“What I Studied In Fij”
Hinako Hasegawa

My study subject is mainly to improve my English conversation skill,
to study the way to communicate with the people in a different culture
and in a different living environment and to absorb good points only Fiji
has.

In the morning on the day of departure, I got on a bus and boarded on
a plane with full of anxiety and pleasant expectation, and then after one
whole day, I reached Fiji. At the airport, local people welcomed us by
singing songs, which surprised me a lot and, I thought, was very nice as
it is not done in Japan. We left the airport and in a bus running
toward a botanical garden, Joe-san, a guide, taught us that many people
grow sugar canes, tapiocas and bananas in Fiji. They are foods which
we rarely grow in Japan, too. There were various vegetation and
plants growing in a tropical area in the botanical garden. Thereafter,
we had tropical juice in the garden and found it very beautiful. After
lunch, we went to Nadi Market for study. There were many vegetables
similar to those in Japan. After then, at the hotel, we had dinner with
cassavas and others which was a little different from our Japanese one.
On the second day, we went to a local school, where we were taught how
to make small things with coconut leaves. Every student there was
friendly and cheerful.On the third day, we went to Mana Island by a
speed boat. When we released a sea turtle in the sea, we named it “Tan
Tan”. Then we could touch coral which is rare in Japan. On the fourth
day, we studied garbage composting and organic-agriculture at OISCA.
I thought that environmental problems exist in any country in the world.
Then, we went to the village and planted mangroves. We could
communicate with the villagers, too.

Through the study for four days, I found that the people in Fiji are
friendly, that they have their own culture different from our Japanese
culture and that they tried hard to understand our poor English, all of
which I thought were wonderful.

I have learned so many things through this time overseas study, and
then, I would like to treasure Nature, communicate well with friends
and cooperate well with them at school.And then, I would like to work
for my dream in the future by making the most use of my experience.
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“Fij1, A Country Of Smiles”
Kanon Matsumura

I started to challenge this overseas study program with a subject to
1mprove my language ability and to discover things connected to my
future by performing a lot of exchanges through the program.

Fij1 was found to be a bright and lively country. The Fijian people
showed me their extra-fine smiles, cheerfully greeting “Bula!” when I
passed by them. Their smiling faces were so splendid as if they were
telling me their happiness itself. They were very friendly and spoke to
me, “Where are you from?” The people in Fiji are 50% of Fijian, 40% of
Indian and 10% of others and their foods are mostly curry, coconut milk
soup, beans and potatoes. As it was a southern country, its tropical
juices were so nice and beautiful. I had very many precious
experiences there, too, in Fiji. One was an environment program
activity on Mana Island. There, we could experience the sea turtle
protection activity and the coral cultivation activity. The second was
the study of a rubbish and garbage problem in Fiji and agriculture at
OISCA, and we experienced mangrove planting. Any of the above
activities was commonly concerned with Nature. In addition, when we
went to a local school and a village, we were taught playthings made of
coconut leaves, natural medicinal herb and others.

At present, Fiji has been very quickly developing and its
environmental problem has become very serious. I hope they will
protect their beautiful sea and Nature. During this time activities, I
found one thing which I was surprised with. It was a great activity of
Japanese people. There I found many Japanese people protecting the
environment of Fiji as volunteers. I was really moved to see them
working hard.

I have realized that there are so many convenient things in Japan
and we depend on them too much. In addition, I have realized
importance of communication. I would like to proceed forward toward
the future by treasuring Smiles from now on.
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“Japan And Fij1”
Yuka Yokotsuka

I had two purposes at this time of participating in the overseas study
program. They were two of “to know Fij1 while thinking of difference of
circumstance from that of Japan” and “to improve language power and
communication ability”.

If asked “What color is the sea of Fiji1?”, most people would imagine a
clear blue color, wouldn’t they? On the other hand, if asked “What
color is the sea of Japan?”, I should think many people would imagine a
dark blue sea. Why are they different colors? It is because there are
differences in the amount of planktons. In Japan, a cold current and a
warm current hit against each other and consequently, a great amount
of planktons grow and the color of the sea becomes darker, while in Fiji,
no such things happen and consequently, the amount of planktons is
smaller and the color of the sea is clearer. Accordingly, the amount of
fishes 1s smaller and we didn’t see much of fish dishes there in Fiji. 1
think I could learn many things about Fiji including the fact that the
environment of the sea and food culture change in accordance with the
color of the sea.

What I was worrying about most before leaving Japan for the
overseas study program in Fiji was whether I would be able to
communicate well with the people of Fiji or not. However, I need not
have worried about it. The local people greeted us, strangers, by
saying “Bula!” with wonderful smiles and made us very warm memories
by helping us when we did not know what souvenirs to buy and by
recommending us to choose good ones. I newly learned the importance
of greetings and smiles.

My subject at this time is “greetings” and “treasuring of common
things” have learned that the greetings naturally make the
surroundings warmer. I would like to promote this fact around myself.
Regarding “treasuring the common things”, I found in Fiji that many of
the common things in Japan did not work there. Realizing such things
there in Fiji1, I came to appreciate our present happy life in Japan. 1
would like to continuously treasure our common and favorable things.
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Through My Experience In Fiji
Atsuhiro Akutsu

I, who am usually rather passive in everything, decided three tasks,
namely “to actively converse with local people in English”, “to contact
Fijian culture and to convey Japanese culture” and “to enjoy every
activity 1n cooperation with students from other schools” in
participating in the Takanezawa Overseas Study Program.

The impression on my first visit to Fiji was that it is a country where
all the animals and vegetation can grow freely and easily, as there I
found many tall trees and plants and so many cows everywhere. In
addition, my stay there was quite substantial as I saw much vegetation
which I can never see back in Japan, bathed in the blue sea and enjoyed
many other activities together with everyone, all of which were the
experiences I can never have in Japan.

Then, I newly found very important things through my stay for five
days in Fiji. The first one is the environmental problem. Through the
OISCA activity and Mangrove planting, I found the present situation of
the environment gradually destroyed. The second one is town planning.
There were no sky-scrapers as those in Japan. 1 felt they were
developing their town so as not to destroy their traditional streets and
avenues.On such beautiful streets, however, I found garbage and
rubbish left on the roadsides unfortunately. I thought the streets
would be more and more beautiful and safer if local people and we
tourists did not throw refuse and rubbish.The third one is friendliness
of Fijian people. All of the local people were friendly and cheerful, and
every one of them said to us, “Bula (konnnichiwa)”. We replied to them,
saying “Bula!”, and we never stopped greeting. Thanks to them, I
could naturally greet even to the people visiting Fiji from other
countries. I think Japan would be a happier country if we friendly
greeted to other people we meet.

I believe I could perform two tasks through this program. The
remained third task “to convey Japanese culture”, I would like to do to
the people around me after studying Japanese traditions and culture
more and more. Then, again, I would like to visit Fiji and see the
mangrove I planted. At the same time, I would like to convey the
goodness and circumstances of Fiji to the people around me in Japan.
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“Japan And Fij1”
Rino Arai

My purpose of study was “To Study Connection Of Man To Man”. 1
am not good at speaking to a stranger and being concerned with a
stranger. I am neither good at expressing my feeling myself.

Through this overseas study, however, I thought I would like to
change myself.

When we landed on the ground of Fiji, many of the local people sang
songs for us with smiles. Wherever we went, everyone spoke to us,
“Bula!” with a big smile, which made us very happy and the happiness
at that time still remains in my heart.

My best memory in Fiji is my experience at a local school. At the
school, all the pupils and students including small children to the ones
of the same ages of ours shook hands with us with smile.  And
especially those who impressed me most among many pupils and
students were two boys. One was a boy named Josh, who made us
laugh by putting a zig-zag knitted thing on his pair of glasses made of
coconut leaves. He was funnier and more interesting than others and
was just like the sun for everybody. And the other was Moja. He was
a student with whom I, who was very bad at being concerned with
others, could talk in a short period of three hours. Most of Fijians are
kind and friendly, but he was especially very kind and friendly and
spoke to any of us and played with any of us regardless of sex. He
taught a lot of things to me, who could not speak English at all, by using
gesture. Thanks to him, I could tell him a lot about Japan. I cannot
thank him enough.

I am very much obliged that I had such a great opportunity to take
part in this time overseas study program in Fiji. I would like to convey
the kindness of Fijian people to Japan from now on. Thank you very
much indeed.
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“Memory In Fiji”
Haruka Inamori

My study subjects are “to contact Nature which I cannot touch in
Japan as much as possible”, “to communicate with as many people as
possible in English” and “to convey Japanese culture to local people in
Fiji”.

What was most impressive in Fiji was friendliness and brightness of
the local people. Even the stranger whom I had never met before said
to me, “Bula!” with a smile once our eyes met each other. The smiling
faces made me speak extremely easily to others, hotel staff, students at
school in English and I could communicate with them. Also, on Mana
Island and at wvillages, I could think about environment and Nature
quite deeply. Differently from Japan, it is hot throughout the year in Fiji,
and we could enjoy Nature only typical in Fiji. Actually experiencing
the activity to protect the environment such as mangrove planting and
cultivation of coral, I have made up my mind to treasure the
environment.

Before taking part in this overseas study program, I was full of
anxiety because I was afraid I would not be able to make myself
understood well in English. “What should I do if the people at the
hotel speak to me in English?” and “What could I do if a staff comes to
me at the store?”, I was wondering about such things only. However,
after doing the exchange programs at school and communication with
the people in town, the villages and the hotel, I found what was
important. Rather than English speaking, the most important was a
smile. Smiles of all of Fijian people were so splendid. Not forced and
strained smiles, but smiles from the bottom of heart. Therefore, I
thought even the Fijian people I first met were surely friendly and kind
persons. They were really impressive. Therefore, all the villagers
and students at school were on good terms with each other regardless of
sex, I thought.

Through this overseas study program, I studied that the most
important is smiling. I would like to make our country of Japan a
much better country by conveying what I have learned to the people
around me in Japan.
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“Good Points Of Japan and Good Points Of Fij1”
Tatsuki Okamoto

My subject to perform before leaving for the overseas study program
in Republic of Fiji was “To Newly Know Good Points Of Japan By
Studying Differences Of Cultures And Natures Between Japan And
Fiji”. It was because I thought culture and nature in Fiji should be
naturally different from Japan as the climatic zones of Japan and Fiji
are different from each other.

During the overseas study program in Fiji, I think we and local
students could understand each other well through communication in
spite of differences of mother countries by realizing the unique culture
and nature which only Japan has and exchanging ideas with the Fijian
people of the same ages of ours at the time of friendship exchange with
the local students. We taught Fijians how to do origami and Fijian
people taught us how to make ornaments with coconut leaves.
Additionally, we observed a coral reef at Mana Island of Fiji, and found
good points of Fiji which Japan doesn’t have by watching release of sea
turtles. And in addition, we learned that there are also big problems of
rubbish, increase of natural disasters and others on the contrary to
clear nature of the sea and others by hearing the lessons of OISCA.

The biggest differences between Japan and Fiji I have learned during
the overseas study program are the problems of our and their own
countries, I think. I think the biggest problem of Japan is the aging
population and the low birth rate but the biggest problem that Fiji has
may be the rubbish problem. Besides, Fiji has a problem of sea level
rise and others. Regarding the problem of sea level rise, however,
Republic of Fiji has been trying to prevent erosion of beaches by
planting mangroves, but they don’t have any countermeasure to solve
the rubbish problem yet. Accordingly, I found the rubbish having
covered even the nearby areas of a park. This is the biggest problem of
Fiji that I thought during the overseas study program in Republic of
Fiji.

I would like to make the best use of this experience for my study and
work in the future. My future dream used to be “to become a
veterinarian” before visiting Fiji, but it has changed to “to be a breeder
at an aquarium” after coming back to Japan.
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“Culture And Environment Different From That Of Japan”
Yuna Kobori

My subject in Fiji was three of “To find out good points of Japan and
Fiji by studying a language and a culture different from those of Japan”,
“To make contact with as much Nature as possible” and “To learn
communication with the people in a foreign country”.

At the airport soon after landing on it in Fiji, we were welcomed by
the local people singing songs, and on the streets and in villages, at the
hotel and the school, we were spoken to by many people, “Bula!”, “Are
you Japanese?’, “How long are you staying here?” and others with
smiles. So, I could positively converse with them in English without so
much strain. Especially at the local school, I made very intimate
friends with two boys, as they were the same age as mine and I had no
trouble in speaking to them. I think all the occasions at the school
have become too good memories of mine to forget throughout my life.
Also, it was wonderful that I could teach them Japanese culture,
“origami” and “hiragana”.

What impressed me most except the visit to the local school was that
Fijian people can make friends with strangers rather very quickly.
They are always talking pleasantly with smiles, which I found was a
good point in a foreign country that we don’t see back in Japan.
Besides, I could see Southern Cross which we can’t see in Japan and
much rare vegetation such as coconuts, bananas and sugar canes which
we cannot usually see in Japan. I found Fiji very rich in Nature.

I really studied a lot through this overseas study program. In both of
Japan and Fiji, Nature has become a big problem. I have newly
realized it very important to endeavor to protect it so as to stop global
warming any more. I would like to continue to study and work by
making the best use of this six days precious experience and to make my
dream in life come true in future.
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“What I Have Realized By Visiting Fiji”
Hiyori Takase

I had a target to communicate with people of Fiji and my friends going
to Fij1 with me during this overseas study program. Honestly, however,
I was only full of anxiety. But, while conversing, I gradually found any
of children interesting and kind to feel relieved. Regarding the activity
at a local school, however, I could not make myself understood well at
first because of language barrier. Then, gradually, when I got used to
the school, I could enjoy playing origami and eating lunch together with
local children. At the market, I found taro potatoes and coconuts sold,
which we can rarely see back in Japan. On Mana Island toward which
we went on a ferry boat, we could have an excellent experience with sea
turtles and coral. But I think it the sea that we all including me myself
were surprised most to see. The sea we could see farther and farther
and which was blue and transparent greatly changed my image of the
sea that I had ever seen. My expectation swelled bigger and bigger as I
was looking forward to swimming in such the beautiful sea. While
actually swimming, I found my view-field quite clear and could see
many colorful tropical fishes. Many of such wonderful experiences
made my life in Fiji always fresh and I could substantially spend every
day of mine there. Finishing such many activities, I made a lot of good
memories and learned a lot of things.

What I felt first soon after I arrived there was that the people of Fiji
very friendly received us Japanese. Seeing their big smiles at the
village and the school, I felt that Fiji was a really splendid country.
And I learned that it is possible to make good friends even in a short
period of six days. I could find out goodness of man by speaking to him
with a little bit of courage. Therefore, I would like to continuously
treasure the encounter with people by taking this opportunity of the
overseas study program. I also would like to make the best use of my
experiences for my life in the future while thanking you very much, all
the people concerned about this overseas study program.
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“Environment And Culture In Fiji”
Aol Hasegawa

I made “To think of cultures and environments in Japan and Fiji” my
purpose.

So, especially, I could deeply study about culture at a school and about
environment in the sea.

Firstly, we visited the local junior high school.

It had a large rugby ground instead of a judo hall and a gymnasium
which we have in Japan. I understood well the reason why Japan had
gold medals in Judo and Fiji had those in Rugby at Rio Olympic.

In addition, I had a trouble in making myself understood in my poor
English at the time of introducing culture of Japan and “origami”. But,
I could feel great pleasure by finding it possible to convey our feelings to
each other by communicating by mixing gesture (use of body and hands)
and eye-contact.

Next, regarding the natural environment concerning the sea, I could
study a lot through some experiences. At the time of experiencing the
coral cultivation, maybe because I had been expecting grand coral, I was
surprised to be aware that coral babies were so tiny. Furthermore, we
experienced mangrove planting of a group called OISCA. We were
moved so much by its activity and labor to continuously plant as many
as hundreds of mangroves to prevent erosion of land due to rising of the
sea level. Also at the time of releasing sea turtles, we released a sea
turtle named “Tan Tan” which is a character of Takanezawa-machi.
Long ago, the number of sea turtles decreased due to reckless hunting,
and therefore, OISCA has been increasing it little by little, by carefully
protecting them while using GPS. We realized its labor anew.

Through these experiencing activities, we knew that richness of the
sea in Fiji which we had imagined as a matter of course had been based
on endeavor and labor of the people living there. And at this time, I
was happy that I was able to assist them as a member of theirs.

I would like never to forget that we can share our pleasure and
happiness when we can connect our feelings to each other even if our
cultures and languages are different from each other.
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“Crossing Over The Border”
Sakura Watanabe

I had subjects of improvement of my communication skill and
learning of a state of recovery from the last cyclone as my purpose of
Takanezawa-machi Students’ Overseas Study Program.

My first impression on Fiji was that Fiji was a bright and lively
country. Supposing from an incident that the people of Fiji were
singing and playing music to welcome us soon after we arrived in Fiji, I
had an impression that the people of Fiji love music and singing.
Welcomed in that way, I felt I had come to be happier and cheerful.

During the exchange with Junior High School students there, we
were let to see them demonstrating their traditional dances and making
cages and others by braiding coconut leaves. Additionally, we could
actually experience those dances and coconut leaf braiding ourselves.
Also, we could enjoy conversing with the local students by using as
many English words we knew as possible and gesture, too.

In the scenery we saw from a moving bus, we found many places
where sugar cane farms were stretching far and wide and where cows
and goats were being grazed. At the same time, however, there were
some places where houses destroyed by the cyclone half a year before
and their wreckages remained not cleared.

As I heard at the prior training, there were many wall lizards around
the corridors in the hotel. When I was trying to pick those wall lizards,
some foreign tourists passing by said to me, “You are crazy!”.

While making such pleasant memories, I found the five days, which I
had thought to be too long, passing moment by moment. 1 could
understand the importance of positive cultural exchange with foreign
countries and others in the splendid circumstance of Fiji, by
participating in this time overseas study program. Also, in this
opportunity, I would like to endeavor to study English I had been weak
n.
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“What To Get From The Actual Experience”
Nazuna Nishikawa

By taking part in the oversea study program in Fiji, I have found “The
actual experience in a foreign country would be an opportunity to
realize good points and problems of our own mother country”. I newly
realized richness of Japan and splendor of its culture and climate by
making contact with foreign students and their way of grappling with
customs and environment.

Before leaving Japan for Fiji, I set up three subjects so as to make this
study meaningful.

1. To study natural environment and ecosystem in Fiji.

I have understood how closely Nature is concerned with the
peoples’ daily lives in Fiji through a mangrove planting experience
and by strolling around a botanical garden. Mangrove provides the
people with comfortable living environment and brings about profits
to the society in sightseeing industry and education.

2. To convey Japanese culture and to study local culture.

We introduced Japanese culture at the local school. Dancing
“soran-bushi” and teaching “origami”, we enjoyed playing together
with the local students. In return, the local students demonstrated
us their traditional dance and taught us knitting with coconut leaves.
I was also impressed with their large-heartedness to greet cheerfully
to anybody, saying “Bula!” whenever they passed by us on the street.

3. To sense actions and deepen exchanges with people.

I acted by always sensing that the impression of Japan would be
changed by each of our actions in Fiji. Also I realized that we can
make ourselves understood heart to heart with smiles and greetings
even if our races and cultures are different from each other.

I have understood importance to firmly have my own opinion and to
convey it in words and in a sincere and determined manner. I thought
it the first condition to recognize the differences of each other and
respect them so as to build up a friendly relationship with the people of
other countries. I would like to do my best to study language by
1mproving myself from now on.

I have also realized that nothing is better than the actual experience in
the local country. I could study the social structure of Fiji through the
experience of planting. I would go out to the wide world to find many
new discoveries from now on so as not to waste this time valuable
experience. 'To do so, I would polish myself to get such opportunities
again always with curiosity.
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“Fij1 Warm At Heart”
Daeseong Byeon

I made three purposes as a member of this time Overseas Study.

One was to talk a lot with many people as I had no friend in the group
members participating in the program. But during some days of prior
training and while living with them, I could make friends with many of
the group members.

The second one was to use English I had learned as much as possible.

The third one was to make contact with as many Fijian people as
possible and to deeply know a country of Fiji.

With these purposes, I spent six days.

Fiji in August was not so much different from Japan in temperature
but rather comfortable to spend in as it has been clear and fine there.

I was surprised that in Fiji any of Fijian people replied to my
greetings, saying “Bula!” friendly, though in Japan, nobody greets a
stranger passing by. Mr. Leone, of course, and all the Fijian people
were very kind.

I would like to tell you the most impressive incidents during six days I
spent in Fiji.

The first one was an exchange with the students of the same age at
Sabeto District School. A smiling face of everyone of them was so nice
that conversation with them went on very lively even in my poor
English and I wanted to stay with them longer and longer.

What I was most moved with was beauty of Mana Island. In the
morning, we studied protection of sea turtles the gigantic size of which
surprised me a lot, and in the afternoon, we enjoyed swimming in the
transparent clear blue sea. Looking into the sea, I found many colorful
fishes and the setting sun I saw from a speed boat on the way back was
so beautiful.

Planting of mangroves we experienced on the fifth day was very
important, and I heard that the catch of fish had increased remarkably
as the planting had been proceeding. In studying a facility called
OISCA, we learned a lot about how Japan is supporting agriculture of
Fiji.

I am very grateful that I could spend such valuable six days. I would
like to think with “Smiles” about what I can do to make contact with
people of many countries and to develop myself by endeavoring to study
so as to acquire language power.
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“Power To Be Connected Beyond The Sea”
Yuki Okada

It was a cheerful Fijian music that welcomed us our students who
were going to the immigration gate at Nadi Airport, stretching the
aching waists seated too long on the seats of the plane. It was youth
and power of the students enough to overflow and their eyes having
started to shine that I felt first in Fiji looking at their tired faces having
turned to be brighter instantly as soon as they touched music of the
foreign country and the atmosphere of the airport.

There were so many places we visited during the overseas study
program such as Botanical Garden, OISCA Farm, Nadi Town, local
villages, Mana Island where we visited for Nature Preservation
Experience, etc., but I think it was when they visited a local school that
all the students were most vivid and active. After the welcome
ceremony and exchanging dances together, our students enjoyed
making toys of coconut leaves and folding origami from Japan together
with local students. At first, they looked a little awkward and uneasy,
but once the activity started, they started to enjoy conversation using
bodies and hands, saying “What should I say it in English?” and so forth.
Then I felt and found it was the young generation that could instantly
overcome various difficulties which are hard for the grown-up to solve
and open their hearts to each other while looking at them rising up
together with a lot of Japanese and Fijian plays.

I believe “Power Connected Beyond The Sea” displayed during this
overseas study will be made the greatest use of for the future of all the
participants without fail.

I am most grateful myself that I could have such a wonderful
experience, which I cannot have only from an ordinary sightseeing trip,
with all of the students.
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“What Is More Important Than Words”
Shohei Kobayashi

“'m weak in English”. Aren’t there many people thinking so
including not only Junior High School students but also the grown-up?
To be honest, I remember that anxiety had been much bigger than
pleasure ever since my participation in this Overseas Study Program
was decided. Furthermore, at the prior training, I found not only
English but also Fijian language is spoken in Fiji and my feeling of
anxiety had further been accelerated. Probably, not a few group
members may have had the same feeling as mine.

Then, we left at last for Fiji with expectation in the foreign country
and anxiety. What was waiting for us there in Fiji, however, was
continuation of pleasure and surprise enough to instantly erase all the
anxiety we had had in Japan! At the airport, the bright singing voices
of the local people were echoing and the greetings saying “Bula”
(konnichiwa) were heard with smiles everywhere. It was quite
impressive that the tired faces of the group members seeing them
momentarily changed to the smiling faces.

I myself had so many experiences with the group members, but the
most impressive one was the friendship exchange with the local
children at the time of visiting the school. In the beginning, most of
the group members looked puzzled and awkward maybe because they
could not make themselves understood in words. However, thanks to
the Fijian children continuously trying to speak to them with smiles,
gradually our group members began to converse with them and their
looks started to change. The scenes of our group members trying to
speak English by using their poor English words and to convey
something with bodies and hands increased. Soon after then, I found
all the children pleasantly conversing and rising up with games and
running around outside quite vividly. I think all the group members
realized “What is more important than words” in communication
through this friendship exchange.

I do hope all of our group members would be such persons who can
really communicate not only by depending on words but also by
remembering the experience in Fiji at this time, any time in the future
when they meet people, when they want to convey their opinions and
when they find people in trouble.
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 Takanezawa Junior High School

Educational Tour
—F1j1 Islands- August 2016

BRREALT ASTJUTsUARTFLD

Ni sa bula!

It is with great pleasure and honor again this time to jot down my thoughts on the
recent visit to Fiji by Junior High School students of Takanezawa.

First and foremost I would like to express my thankfulness to the Head of
Education Takanezawa for the opportunity to accompany the students and teachers
to my country Fiji.

On the whole, the trip was well organized, the weather was great, and teachers
and students were very lively and excited about all the activities planned. The
students were well behaved and the people at the hotel, the school and the village
were very impressed by the way the students were conducting themselves.

The visit to Sabeto District School was an eye opening experience for our students
as they were able to share their culture with the Fijian students. The students
mingled well with their Fiji counterparts and they were able to teach the students
and teachers in the school about Origami.

The day trip to Mana Island was an excellent experience- as we had to have a one
hour boat trip to the island after seeing off some tourists we boarded together from
the jetty in Denarau getting off in nearby small islands. We were presented with a
lecture on environment management and a lecture on the coral planting program
and turtle conservation. We later planted Coral and also helped release a turtle
(Tantan) to the sea.

The group also visited a Youth Training Centre co ooragnised by the Fiji
Government and a Japan NGO —OISICA_engaged in training students and local
people about Organic Farming, and Mangrove Planting. Later the teachers and
students had a BBQ lunch along the white sandy beaches of Tore Village and took
part in the Mangrove Planting Program with the help of local villages and staff from
OISICA. According to reports from OISICA the planted mangroves have helped the
local people from big storm waves and hurricane force winds and also the areas are
becoming good breeding and spawning areas for coastal fish species, crabs and
octopus- a good source of protein for the local coastal villagers.

Again, I wish to thank the Takanezawa BoE for the properly planned trip and
everyone involved for making it a success.

Should there be another a call in future for another trip to my country Fiji, I
would be more than happy to assist.

Thank you very much. Vinaka vakalevu.

Karawalevu Leone Gukirewa

ALT Takanezawa
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“Vinaka Vakalevu”
Shigenori Kikuchi

Four nights six days fortunate with the weather. On the day to leave
Japan, it was a splendid day, though we were worrying about the
weather because of an approaching typhoon. In Republic of Fiji,
although we had heard that it had been raining long until a few days
before we arrived there, all through the days we stayed there, the
weather was excellent except for one evening of drizzling. I am awfully
grateful to the weather in Republic of Fiji and Japan for their kindness.

Cheerful and kind Fijians! To know the people of Fiji, there is a
Fijian word “Kerekere” meaning “Please!” in Japanese. They say, they
cannot reject any, once this word is said. Such Fijian people have
always “Big Smile” and are kind at heart. Many times I saw our group
members step one forward because of “Big Smile” of the people of Fiji
when they were conversing with them. Thank you very much,
kind-hearted people of Republic of Fiji!

Splendid group members from Takanezawa!  The disciplined
activities of the members and their attitude to perform their purposes
were all so wonderful. What impressed me most was their friendship
exchange with the local students. Our students and the local students
having different cultures and languages were deepening their
relationship, worrying about each other and trying hard to understand
each other. At the time of leaving the school, I saw the local students
seeing our members off and our members hugging each other with tears,
too. I should believe the experiences our members had to see with
their own eyes and feel the circumstances and the culture of the world
different from Japan at the age of the members having participated in
the program would be the great spiritual food for their future lives. 1
do expect the further growth and activities of all the group members in
the future. And I am heartily grateful that I could meet such
wonderful group members.

At the end of my report, I thank you very much again, all the people
concerned in this program in realizing this “Takanezawa Town Junior
High School Students Overseas Study Program”, all the group members
having participated in the program and all of their families.

“Vinaka Vakalevu” (“Thank you very much indeed” in Japanese)
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